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Colossus Excavation 2012 - Notes for Volunteers 

Dive teams  

The excavation will be undertaken by two separate teams of divers. Each team will usually 

consist of four divers. Two dives per day will be undertaken, each of 60 minutes; there will 

be a surface interval of two hours between dives. In order to keep the working day as short 

as possible ς and, more importantly, ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ŎȅƭƛƴŘŜǊǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ς 

there must be no delay when changing teams. The second team should aim to relieve the 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŜŀƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀōŜŘ ŀǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŘƛǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ сл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ Each team will have a 

leader; team A will be led by Kevin Camidge, team B by Brendon Rowe. 

This suggested task distribution may be modified by your team leader: 

 Title Detail Equipment 

1 Recorder Record finds and place in numbered mini-grip bags 
Record stratigraphy 
Recover finds to boat at the end of the shift 

Finds forms 
RECIT forms 
Finds box 
Tape 

2 Record 
assistant 

Assist recorder 
Photograph finds 
Take general photographs of excavation 

Camera 
Photo scales 

3 Excavator Undertake the excavation 
Make notes, sketches and photos of discoveries 

Tools box 
Drawing board 
Camera (if possible) 
Survey arrows 

4 Excavation 
assistant 

Assist with excavation 
Check spoil heap and spoil baffle 
Check pump hose disposition 

Survey arrows 
Lump hammer 
Crow bar 

 

Excavation 

Excavation will be undertaken by hand; either hand-fanning or using one of the various hand 

tools provided (tools box). Feel free to try the different tools and see which works best for 

you. You will be asked to write a log of each excavation session and this will include an 

appraisal of the efficacy of the tools and methods used. The reaction dredge will be used to 

remove spoil from the excavation and (hopefully) to keep suspended sediment to a 

minimum. The spoil will be deposited in two designated spoil locations, one to the north of 

the wreck (used for trenches 3 and 5) and one to the south of the excavation (for trenches 4 

and 6). As far as is practical, the spoil will be contained by scaffolding mesh supported on 

iron stanchions. This is important to facilitate rapid backfilling. 

The excavation will be undertaken stratigraphically (layer by layer). One layer at a time will 

be excavated ς this is important. Each layer excavated will be recorded on the CISMAS RECIT 

form. All finds located will be recorded and then placed into numbered bags along with 
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some of the sediment from around the object. The finds from each excavation session will 

be recovered to the boat for more detailed recording.  

Shown below is a schematic drawing of the stratigraphy (layers) found in the 2002 

excavation of the site. This gives some idea of what type of deposits you are likely to 

encounter and their relative thickness. You should be vigilant for any change of sediment 

when excavating ς if you see any change draw this to the attention of your recorder. Finish 

excavating the layer you are working on before starting the excavation of the next layer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anything unusual or interesting encountered should be recorded. Use your drawing board 

to make sketches and notes, and your camera to take pictures (remember to include a 

photographic scale in all pictures). You can use these later to help you fill in your excavation 

log, which should be completed at the end of every day. 

 

Make sure you read these: 

Title Description Source 

2002 Survey Report Details and results of the 2002 excavation on the site www.cismas.org.uk 
(free download) 

2012 Project Design Research aims and intended methods for the project www.cismas.org.uk 
(free download) 

 

  

SS6 
Very light grey, coarse sand with 

flecks of broken shell  

                   [0 ς 0.20m] 

SS7 

White, very fine compact sand 

[0.20 ς 0.55m] 

SS8 

Light grey sand, coarser than 

SS7 [0.55m  - ? ] 

http://www.cismas.org.uk/
http://www.cismas.org.uk/
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Datum 

6m scaffold pole 

Plan showing the position 

of the trenches. Trench 1 

and 2 were excavated in 

2002. Trenches 3 to 6 are 

the trenches we will be 

excavating in 2012. 
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There are a number of reasons for splitting the excavation into four separate trenches. 

Elements ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ όǎŜŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀōƻǾŜύ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ 

be excavated. North to south the excavation will be divided by the hanging knees of the gun 

decks; while an east west division is formed by the main gun-deck (MGD) planking, which 

because the ship lies on her port side, now stands vertically. These divisions will form the 

trench edges and will mostly form natural shoring for the trenches (see also the drawn 

sections on page 33 of the 2002 survey report). 

The trenches will be excavated in numerical order. One of the aims of the project is to 

investigate a MGD gun-port, this will fall within trench 4. If the excavation does not go as 

quickly as planned, or if we are delayed due to bad weather trench 6 (and possibly trench 5) 

will not be excavated ς without jeopardising any of the project objectives. If things go well 

we should be able to dump the spoil from trench 6 directly into trench 3 ς thus saving time 

on the backfilling. 
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Recording 

The recorder will be responsible for recording the stratigraphy (layers) and the finds located 

in the excavation. Once the finds have been recorded they will be placed into the pre-

numbered bags along with some of the sediment from around the object. The bagged finds 

will be stored on the seabed in the finds box. The finds box will be recovered to the boat at 

the end of each shift. If you are not sure about a find (is this just a stone?) treat it as an 

artefact. All finds should be photographed in-situ if possible. 

The actual methods used will depend on how often finds are encountered. The best method 

is probably for the excavator to work on the other side of the trench while the recorder 

deals with a find. If lots of objects are located in an area they can be marked with survey 

arrows until they are recorded and lifted. We are on a very tight schedule so it is important 

that finds recording does not slow down the excavation. 

Shown below is the underwater finds recording form with some fictitious finds recorded to 

illustrate how the form should be filled in. 

 

The offset frame used to measure finds positions has scales graduated in centimetres. Do 

not attempt to convert these into millimetres or metres; simply write down the 

measurement to the nearest centimetre ς as it appears on the scale. 

Datum ς this is the 6m long scaffold pole running across the trench 

Offset ς this is the large set square attached to the scaffold pole. Note the need to record 

which side of the scaffold pole it is offsetting from, E or W in this case 

Depth ς the rod which extends downwards from the set square 
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The datum pole will stay in place throughout the excavation. It will be positioned as shown 

on page 3. The sliding set-square will be placed over this when finds are to be positioned. 

The recording assistant will slide this along the datum pole ς they will need to be positioned 

roughly where the person is standing in the photo above. The recorder will be situated 

inside the trench and will operate the ALONG and DOWN sliders until the pointer of the 

DOWN measure is directly above the artefact (see pictures page 7). The readings on the 

DOWN, ALONG and DATUM scales will then be recorded (see underwater recording form 

page 5). Care should be taken that the set square is level (bubble on the ALONG bracket) by 

altering the frame support leg. 

In trials on the beach the system proved easy to operate and was very quick ς it took less 

than two minutes to record six simulated artefacts.  

Depth  measure 

6m Datum Pole 

Sliding set square 

Frame support 

Trench outline 
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In each case the edge to read from is coloured yellow to help avoid confusion. Please take 

care when moving the sliding set square that the DOWN scale and the support leg are 

locked in position and do not get knocked against anything. 

 OFFSET  

.   

  DATUM .    

.   

 DOWN  

.   


