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Project Name

HMS Colossuavestigation 2015.

EH 7157

ProjectSummary

In 2014 the Cornwall andlés of Scilly Maritime Archaeology Soci@iSMAS)ndertook
maintenancework ofthe sediment monitoring points on the wreck dMS Colossun the Isles of
Scilly.During this work an area of newly exposed wreck material was fquartly buried inthe
seabedsome 25m to the east of the stern of the ves3é#lis previously unsuspected material
consisted oparts of the shi@ rigging including rop@nd a collection of personal items. The
objectiveof this projectwasto determinethe natureand extent of this newnaterial and to rescue
any artefacts in imnmient danger of dispersaue tothe falling sediment levelsn the site.

Three small trenchesere excavated ithe area where newhexposed material had beatiscovered

in 2014. A number of important objectgere recovered for conservatigrincluding seeral pieces of

a 9lb gun carriageone of which was inscribed with the K A LIQ & Y I \déadeyelcomplete JLIS NJ
with attached rope shrouds and lanyandasalso recoveed. This was most probably one of the
mainmast deadeyes/shrouds. A corresponding loweadeye complete with attached iron chains,

was also recorded but leih situ A significant quantity of rope was found, especially in trench two.
These ropes were recorded and samples taken for further study. A small, localised collection of
personal itens was also found in 2014. This included 56 pewter uniform buttons, a bone brush and a
small area of fabric. Sadlyis area had been disturbed by the time we came to excavate it in 2015.
Nevertheless, three further pewter uniform buttons, parts of a lkeatshoe and a remarkable

miniature bronze cannon were recovered in 2015. This collection of items was confined to a very
small area (less than 0.3m diameter) and as such was probably originally contained within a small
bag.

A number of questions were ised by the material found this year; this has led to a reappraisal of
the wrecking process @olossusA new theory of how the current disposition of remains came
about has been suggestedlong with suggestions as to how this new theory can be tested.
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The Ship

HMSColossusvas a 74 gun warship built in 1787 at Gravesend and wrecked off Samson in the Scillies
in 1798. These 74 gun ships were one of the most successful types of the period. They were typically
about 51m (170 feet) in length and had a crew of over 600. Duengétatively short working life

(eleven yearsolossusaw action at Toulon, Groix, Cape St Vincent and Chdialso took part in

the capture of two enemy ships in 1793 Vanneaua French @un shipandVrai Patriot She had

no less than nine digrent captains during her relatively short careBhehad a complete refit, which

took six months, in 1796.

In December 179€olossusvas on her way home to Englandgth wounded from the Bttle of the

Nile and with carggincluding part of Sir WillamMaA £ 2 y Qa & S O@rgeRoottdrg. SieS OlG A 2 Y
6l a4 AKSEGSNRAY3I FNRY | 3JIfS Ay {0 alNEQad w2l R& 4K
aground to the south of Samson. All but one member of the crew were taken off safely before
Colossusurned onto her beam ends and proceeded to break up.

Vital Statistics

Length (MGD) MTHQ 0€& OpH®pYDL
Breadth nNTQ ¢é odmndc YO
Tonnage 1703 tons

Draught (hold) HNQ doé o6c PoYOD

Standard armament 28 x 32lb main gun deck
28 x 18Ib upper gun deck
14 x 9lb quarter deck
4 x 9lb forecastle

Ballast 110 tons of iron ballast and
250 tons of shingle

Ordered 13" December 1781
Laid down October 1782
Launched 4™ April 1787

The Site

The wreck of HMEolossusies to the south of Samson in the Isles of Scilly. To date two main areas

of wreckage have been identified, the bow and the stern. In 1975 part of the wreck (probably the

bow) was designated under the Protection of Wrecks Act. This designation wasdend&84. The
OdNNBY(§ aAGSs (KS A08NYEZ 614 RSAAIYIGSR AY HAAME
nnce HNQ®pnp?2 OHcaAampnd®dnc9 ppoppchodantrth ! ¢a T2yS§

Project Report HMS Colossus Investigation 2ou



Previous work

Salvage work took place @olossufrom the time of her loss uil the early part of last century.
Work included Braithwaite and Tonkin 180806, the Dean Brothers in the 1830s and possibly
Western Marine Salvage in the early part of last century.

Roland Morris, a marine salver and proprietor of Penzance Maritima Museum, began searching

for the wreck ofColossui 1967 using a small team of divers. In August 1974 they located material

relating toColossusThe site was designated in 1975 under the Protection of Wrecks Act 1973. A

large quantity of potteryNB Yl Aya 2F | I YAf G2y Qa aSO2yR 02ff SOGA;
deposited in the British Museumwhere at least one of these reconstructed pots is now on public

RAaALE F@d hyOS a2NNRAQ GSIY esRnadiylRgMKeScRredt KSA NJ & 2
whereabouts of the other material removed from the site by Morris is for the most part unknown.

Areas of exposed timber and iron guns were discovered by local divers in 2001. This material was
some distance to the east of the area worked by Morris and turned out to be part of the stern of
ColossusThis was designated in July 2004te in 2001 the ®ehaeological Diving Unit (ADU)
excavated at the stern d@olossusis well as around a piece of carved timber, which turnedtole

one of the stern quartepieces of the vessel.

In 2002the quarter-piece, part of the stern decoration of the vessghsrecovered from the site.
Thiswasconsered at the Mary Rose Trusand has now been returned to Scilly for display on
Tresco Later that year a smalimited excavation was undertaken on the site to establish the nature
and extent of the structural remas.

In 2003 a two-year site stabilisation trial was gonissioned by English Heritage,determine the
most effective method of slowing down the deterioration of the exposed timbers on the sed@héd.
determined that on this site the most effective forof stabilization is a layer of Terram 4000
(Camidge, 2009)

In 2004 anc005 the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Maritime Archaeology Society (CISMAS) carried out
a survey of the debris field surrounding the wreclCalossusThis demonstrated the presence of

large quantities of material frorColossugxtending beyond the area covered by the current
designation.

Between 2002 an@012 the author carried out monitoring of the sediment levels on the site. This
work has demonstrad that the sediment levels around the stern sectiorCofossufiave continued
to fall throughout this period
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In 2008a small area at the stern of the wreck was protected with a geotextile covering of Terram
4000. The efficacy of this type of protection on this site was established in the stabilisation trials
commissioned by English Herita@@amidge, 2009 imber sample blocks were installed beneath the
Terram mat and on the sead. A small seabed sign was also installed to inform visiting divers of the
function of the Terram protection. Before the Terram was installied area to becovered was

recorded in detaialong with a control areaso that the long terneffects of the gbilisation couldhe
determined.The same yeaa diver trail was installed on the site and amderwater guide book
produced, opiesof whichare held by the local dive charter boats for the use of visiting divers. This
work was commissioned by Englishritige.

In 2010,a monitoring survey of the small objects exposed on the seabed around the exposed timbers
of the wreck was undertaken. The aim of this survey waaltav the amount of object mobility, loss
and deterioration to be determined in subseqguenonitoring surveys.

2012sawasmall excavatiomndertaken on the stern section of the site. Therere a number of

reasons for this undertaking: investigation of the main gun deck ordnance, recording of a main gun
deck port, and detailed recording dfe postwrecking stratigraphy present on the wreck. Recording

of newly-exposed wreck material was also undertaken in phase two of the project, along with
monitoring of mobile surface artefacts. The-gaing recording of the sediment levels on the site was
continued. Inaddition to these site specific enquiries, a number of more general aims were achieved.
These included investigation and appraisal of different excavation methods and recording regimes,
and the initiation of a longerm reburial trial on thesite using real archaeological objects rather than
modern tokens. Finally, an opportunity to gain experience in underwater excavation was offered to
Gg2 aSLINIGS WiNIAYySSaQs ¢K2 gSNB ofS G2 dzas
qualificaions.

In July 2014 the sediment level monitoring points were renewde. sediment levels on the site

have been monitored since 2003, and have been found to be steadily diminishing since then. The
monitoring points had deteriorated so renewal was necegsa enable the monitoring to continue.

At the same timemaintenancework on the dive trail was undertaken and the dive trail was
extended.During this work it was noticed that new wreck material had become exposed to the east
of the stern of the wreckvhich instigated the investigation undertaken this year.

Allreports relating tahe work undertaken by CISMAS Colossusan be downloaded at
Wwww.cismas.org.uk

A YouTube video of the diver trail can be viewathttp://youtu.be/wS5KUR0p104
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ProjectBackground

In July 2014while undertaking renewal of the sediment level monitoring poi@ESMAS divers
discovered newly exposed wreck material sorbeno the east of the stern dfolossusThis

material included a number of mksts, bringing the total visiblen the seabed to ten. There were
also a number of items originating from the rigginghaf ship whichincluded several sections of

rope (both cable and hawser laid), numerous id@adeyechains, a larggzoodendeadeye(with
attached rope) and severplecesof timber. A smaltollectionof personaitemswas also located.

The items were all tightly groegl, suggesting that they may have originally been containi¢gitin a
bag. The itemsonsisted of a leather shoe, a combined bone brush/shoe horn, the remains of fabric
(possibly a jacket) and 53 pewter uniform buttons. The buttons, brush and a smalldaitmpte were
recovered andave been conserveldy Angela Middleton atlistoric EnglandMore details of these
items can be foundh the Sediment Level Monitoring repdi@amidge, 2014Yhese items are now in
thelslesof Scll adzaSdzy 2y {0 alNEQa |yR gAff 06S (GKS
Middleton.

These itemsvere all newly exposed by falling setknt levels. The itemaere foundduring the last
two days of the project, and only limited investigation was possibledi?y@otknow the extent of
this material noithe depth to whch it extenad as we did not have the tie facilities or suitable
licene to investigatdurther.
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Fig 2
Location of the newly exposed material to the east of the stern of the wreck.
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We know fran the sediment monitoring undertaken in 201fl#at the sediment levels fthfallen
significantly. The readings taken in July 2014 showed the second lowest levels since monitoring
began (aneanfall of 62.2mm relativeto the levels in 2003). This is almost certainly why this new
material hadbeen exposedt was trerefore important to determine the nature, extent and
preservation of this material before\itas further exposed and begam deteriorate.
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Fig 3. The material to the east of the wreck in 2014
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Fig 4. Collection of personal items found in 2014: leather shoe sole (next to scale), area of fabric (below
shoe), bone brush/shoe horn and a group of 53 pewter buttons.

Fig 5.Bone brush / shoehorn F1100. Note the copper alloy wire used to secure the bristle bundles

Fig 6

One of the 53 Pewter
uniform buttons [F1150]
YN]SR Qupof
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